
 

 

TPALs Agenda & Minutes  
February 6, 2018, 2:15-3:30 p.m., COED 110 

Agenda + Minutes 

Attendees: Teresa Petty (Facilitator), Laura McCorkle, Tom Fisher, Debra Diegmann, Jean Vintinner, Anna 

Athanasopoulou, Pam McIntyre, Katie Swart, Rex Mangiaracina, Joyce Frazier, Donna Sacco, Shawnee Wakeman, Sue 

Rebich, Kristin Davin, Mary Jo Anderson, Michele Stephan, Bill Anderson, Drew Polly, Misty Hathcock, Joyce Brigman  

Dr. Petty facilitated the meeting for Dr. Hart (who was unable to attend due to illness). 

Minutes from November 7 meeting (posted on COED Assessment website) – let Laura know if you have any 

corrections/additions, otherwise the minutes will stand as the official record of events.  

Information Items (10 minutes or less)  

1. Standing item: Available resources in Canvas – update (note: all edTPA resources are available on the Canvas 

project site; to access the site, use enrollment link https://uncc.instructure.com/enroll/LK3TXN)  

 

2. Due dates for 2017-18 

● Spring 2018:  

Program Area: edTPA Submission Deadline: Score Reports will be 
back by: 

BK, ELED, SPED (student teaching in grades K-8) March 1, 2018, 11:59 p.m. Pacific time (PST) March 22, 2018 

Visual and Performing Arts (all areas) March 15, 2018, 11:59 p.m. Pacific time (PST) April 5, 2018 

Middle Grades (all areas), Secondary (all areas), 
TESL/Foreign Language, SPEL, SPED (student 
teaching in grades 9-12) 

March 29, 2018, 11:59 p.m. Pacific time (PST) April 19, 2018 

 

3. Core Team: getting “non-examples” in Canvas to use with students – Office of Assessment continues to work on 

this. Gathering examples without videos and de-identifying them. Will be a focus for spring.  

 

❖ Jean Vintinner mentioned that the Core Team is acquiring examples like commentary and feedback that are non-

video. Dr. Fisher stated that certain rubrics are needing examples and these examples would be used for students 

to be able to review specific parts of the edTPA project not just the entire product.   

❖ Dr. Petty asked that if anyone know of any good examples that could be used to please contact the Office of 

Assessment with this information.  

 

4. Change in “passing” score – reflects early language coming from 599. Beginning with fall 2017.  

 

CONTENT AREA 
NUMBER OF 

RUBRICS SCORED 

REQUIRED PASSING 

EDTPA SCORE 

CURRENTLY AT UNC 

CHARLOTTE* 

RUBRIC 

AVERAGE 

https://uncc.instructure.com/enroll/LK3TXN


 

 

Elementary Education 18 45 2.67 

Foreign Language 13 32 2.46 

All other content areas, including Middle Grades, Secondary, 
Special Education, SPEL (Special Education and Elementary Dual), 

B-K, TESL, and all Arts areas 

15 38 2.53 

*updated 

❖ Dr. Petty reiterated how the Senate Bill 599 continues to be a focal point and how 599 updates will continue to 

be communicated to faculty and staff.  Dr. Fisher has updated the Canvas page with the new “passing” scores as 

well so students are able to view the information.  

❖ Dr. Petty asked if there were any questions regarding the information items on the agenda. No one had any any 

questions.  

Discussion items – 55 minutes (or less) 

5. Comparisons: white students vs. students of color on edTPA – Laura Hart (15 minutes) Laura will share some 

aggregated statistical analyses regarding scores for students of color versus white students in COED on edTPA.   

● This item has been postponed until the April 25 meeting.  

 

6. Professional Development – Sharing of Best Practices.  

● Faculty have requested that PD sessions for spring focus on learning more from one another/other 

departments. Today’s session will feature: 

● REEL – (Slide show) Jean Vintinner and Debra Diegmann – sharing about the revised student teaching 

support structures for students / faculty (“the TWO DAY model”) and how the department has made 

changes to practice tasks in response to student needs (particularly in the senior methods courses). (20 

minutes, with questions).  

❖ Jean Vintinner started the PD session with a powerpoint about some of the methods 

utilized in the ELED Coursework. By implementing the method early, the students are 

able to use multiple lesson plan formats and acquire feedback within the 1st semester of 

YLI before the full student teaching semester. However, Grad Cert students do not obtain 

as detailed feedback due the breviety of the program.  

❖ Faculty integrate the edTPA handbook and Understanding Rubric Level Progression into 

course work. Students are often overwhelmed with the number of resources and 

vocabulary within edTPA.  

❖ Debra Diegmann presented how ELED offers two professional edTPA work days for 

Student Teachers and faculty are available to assist. Students complete a professional 

development plan that is sent to the University Supervisor. Deb provided  a copy of this 

plan template to the attendees of the meeting.  

❖ The Fall 2017 students really appreciated these days as previously students 

communicated needing more time to work on edTPA. Deb shared the ELED edTPA scores 

(provided by the Office of Assessment) and how the Grad Cert needs work. If a student 

doesn’t attend work day, then counts as absence.  

❖ *Bill asked if the Grad Cert candidates that attended the PD did they pass edTPA. Jean 

will check to see about that data*.  

 



 

 

● (HANDOUT) Tom Fisher will share key takeaways from the National Conference he attended in 

November. (20 minutes, with questions).  

❖ Dr. Fisher highlighted components from his handout that were important. He stated how 

a lot of the smaller colleges and universities are having issues with paying for the codes. 

UNC Charlotte has many positive efforts that benefit our program which are listed on the 

handout. Some examples are Faculty training, level of support, etc.  

❖ Many of the sessions at the conference consisted of beginning components of edTPA 

which means UNC Charlotte is ahead in that respect.   

❖ Tom pointed out that there are a few aspects that UNC Charlotte needs improvement 

like addressing the “assets” more directly which is part of Task 1 and 2 in the rubrics. 

Furthermore, the smaller colleges and universities are able to have early implementation 

which leads to having better implementation with partners. The students are exposed to 

the edTPA language earlier which has a more successful impact.  

❖ It was also mentioned how many of the UNC Charlotte K-12 partners do not know what 

edTPA is and being able to develop a network of who in these partnerships are familiar 

would benefit the program.  

❖ Dr. Petty asked if Dr. Fisher meant the Clinical Educators that are scorers and familiar 

with edTPA. Dr. Fisher stated that he was speaking about the Clinical Educators and how 

only a few of them know what edTPA is.      

❖ Dr. Petty asked for any other questions for Tom. Rex commented how edTPA becomes 

required it would be beneficial for advertising what UNC Charlotte can offer and how we 

recruit candidates. We are on the front end and need use this advantage strategically.  

 *Additional Discussion:   

❖ Mary Jo asked if any other faculty was hearing any student comments about being able to keep 

up with all the assignments and timelines. Drew Polly mentioned how the commentary is the 

difficult portion and ELED has a hard deadline for completing certain parts of the product so 

students have enough time to complete the commentary. But, the Grad Certs are the ones that 

haven’t had a chance to teach prior and end up with not enough time to do commentary. Deb 

mentioned how certain content areas are difficult due to where the school curriculum is causing 

complications in adjusting to complete the tasks for edTPA.  

❖ Is the edTPA Lesson Plan required and what works? Dr. Polly mentioned how the districts are 

using different formats in Lesson Plans and our lesson plans seem to be outdated. He has 

changed the headings to reflect what is now used in the schools. Dr. Petty noted this comment 

and wants to revisit the lesson plan currently used at UNC Charlotte.*     

❖ Misty mentioned the Task 4 in ELED and if it is still required as we are 1 of 3 schools that have 

our students complete it. Dr. Petty mentioned that this commentary may need to be addressed 

with a different group.  

*Laura will raise this issue with the Core Team. We will share back out with the TPALs group.  

Meeting Concluded at 2:55pm  

MDSK and SPCD will share at the April 25 meeting.  

 



 

 

2017-18 TPALs future meetings:  --Wednesday, April 25, 2:15-3:30, COED 110 


